[bookmark: _GoBack]We are proud to announce that the Pearl Fire Department Firefighter of the Month in March is Battalion Chief Ricky Purvis. Ricky started his career at the PFD in January 1991 and over the last 28 years has served in the capacity of Firefighter, Lieutenant, Captain, and was promoted to Battalion Chief in 2013. While working his way up through the ranks, he has become one of the best examples of a leader that has ever been at the Pearl Fire Department. While effectively managing his command of B Shift on a daily basis, Ricky has also assumed the responsibility of the Pearl Firefighter Foundation. The foundation organizes and funds the Annual Firefighters’ Social as well as the festivities for retiring firefighters. Ricky has also been crucial in maintaining comradery among the entire department by organizing team building efforts and entering competitions such as the Dragon Boat Regatta. Ricky is a dedicated employee and leader and we are blessed to have him at the Pearl Fire Department. Ricky is married to Diane Purvis and they have one daughter Ally. 
The Pearl Chamber presented Ricky with a framed certificate, a $100 Bass Pro Shops Gift Card and a Cracker Barrel Gift Basket along with a Gift Card for a meal for two. The Pearl Municipal Federal Credit Union donated a $25 Visa Gift Card; Jose’s Mexican Restaurant donated a $25 gift certificate; O’Charley’s donated 2 $10 Gift Certificates; McAlister’s Deli donated a dinner for two; Eclipse Nutrition donated a certificate good for 5 Free shakes, Great American Cookie donated a chocolate chip cookie cake and Revell Hardware donated a stainless steel tumbler.
